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• A herbarium is a collection of preserved 
plants stored, catalogued, and arranged 
systematically for study. 

• Luca Ghini, an Italian Botanist and Physician 
was the creator of first recorded herbarium. 

• He established Europe’s first botanical garden 
and named as Orto botanica di Pisa.   
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• There are more than 3000 herbaria, recorded in Index 
herbariorum. 

 
• Acronym is assigned to every herbaria of the world. 

Acronym is an abbreviation to the name of the herbarium. 
 
Largest herbaria of the world 
 
• Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle (P) (Paris, France) 
• New York Botanical Garden (NY) (Bronx, New York, USA) 
• Royal Botanic Gardens (K) (Kew, England, UK) 
• Missouri Botanical Garden (MO) (St. Louis, Missouri, USA) 
• The Natural History Museum (BM) (London, England, UK) 
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• Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose Indian Botanic 
Garden (Central National Herbarium (CAL), 
Howrah, India) 

• Forest Research Institute, Dehradun (DD) 

• Delhi University Herbarium, Delhi (DUH)  
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Major Indian Herbaria 

• BSI Allahabad           BSA 
• BSI Dehradun           BSD 
• BSI Jodhpur              BSJO 
• BSI Pune                   PUNE 
• BSI Coimbatore       MH 
• BSI Port Blair           PBL 
• BSI Calcutta             CNH 
• BSI Gangtok             BSHC 
• BSI Shillong              ASSAM 
• BSI Itanagar             ARUN  
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Herbarium sheet  

• Sheet : 29 X 43 cms 

• Label: 7.5 X 12.5 cms 
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Process  

• Collection 

• Pressing of specimen (drying) 

• Preservation 

• Poisoning 

• Mounting  (pasting and stitching) 

• Label 

• Remarks  
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Uses of herbarium 

• Biodiversity monitoring 

• Research 

• Study and identification 

• Conservation 

• Biodiversity assessment  

• Floral survey  
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